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I have had the honor of being the leader of my tribe for 45 years and serving as President of the National Congress of American Indians  
for 4 years.  I have seen great changes in Indian Country.  Many tribes have overcome incredible odds and have built strong, stable governments 
and economies and have become the engines of growth and stability in their regions. This is a remarkable development in recent history that tribes 
can be proud. 

And yet problems and injustices persist, some borne of frictions and historical animosities between tribes.  
One such injustice is the continued deprivation of Federal recognition to the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina.  
The proud Lumbee people have maintained a historical cohesive culture, a stable government, and vibrant 
community despite the failure of the United States to correct its own mistake. 

While some ---- including already-established tribes --- continue to unfairly claim the Lumbee should pursue 
administrative relief in the Interior Department, the truth is the Lumbee must pursue congressional action 
through Federal legislation.  Here’s why: in 1956, the Congress passed the Lumbee Act of 1956 which 
acknowledged the Lumbee Indians of Robeson County, NC, but at the same time denied the Lumbee access to 
Federal benefits and services.  This was the Termination Era policy, and it is heartbreaking to watch as some 

tribes back efforts to force the Lumbee into second class Indian citizenship. 

As in past years, corrective legislation has been introduced in the 117th Congress to bring full, unconditional recognition to this great people. 
Republican Senators Richard Burr and Thom Tillis, along with Democratic Rep. G.K. Butterfield and Republican Reps. Dan Bishop, Richard 
Hudson, David Rouzer, and others have pressed to have this legislation enacted this year. The House passed the Lumbee Act in both the 116th and 
117th Congresses on strong bipartisan votes. Senate action to pass the Lumbee bill is long overdue.  

The bills have the support of dozens of tribes, tribal organizations, the Governor and Legislature of North Carolina, and any number of other 
entities. 

This overwhelming and bi-partisan support is the key to success in the final days of this Congress. These efforts should not be frustrated  
by the misleading tribal efforts rather than historical justice. The campaign to prevent the restoration of the Lumbee Tribe’s recognition  
must come to an end, and the United States Congress must finally right the termination-era wrong that has done so much damage to our Lumbee 
brothers and sisters.    


